
English Skills: Commas: Activity 2 

 
Assignment: Proofreading a passage for Comma Errors 

Purpose: To develop student proofreading skills and understanding of how to identify 

and correct comma errors. 

Procedure: Read though the essay excerpt below and identify--and correct-- the  errors in 

comma use. Look for missing commas and for unnecessary commas. There 

are 2 unnecessary commas and 10 places where commas are needed. 

 

 

Learning to Love Literature 

 During my early high school years I hated to write essays because I was typically 

assigned book reports about novels that I found dull. While my teachers discussed assignments, I 

would furtively read magazines like Teen Vogue, Seventeen Magazine, and Cosmopolitan at the 

back of the classroom. When classmates took turns reading passages aloud from assigned texts I 

would hear the music of Drake, J. Cole, and The Weeknd playing in my head. My imagination 

tuned out the sounds of the boring prose that I was forced to read and listen to. 

 In junior year of high school my attitude towards literature changed. My English teacher, 

Ms. Martinez, was full of energy and funny. More importantly, Ms. Martinez knew how to make 

a book come alive. Three of the works we read that year really captured my attention.  Ms. 

Martinez made Shakespeare’s Othello seem as if it had been ripped from the headlines of a 

newspaper, or taped from a recent airing of The Maury Show. Once I became interested in the 

plot and the themes of racism and jealousy I began to appreciate the beautiful language of the 

play. In fact, I still remember these lines: “I kissed thee ere I killed thee. No way but this, / 

Killing myself, to die upon a kiss” (V. ii. 359-360). A much more recent work that I enjoyed was 

Paul Zindel’s The Pigman. This novel is about the relationship between an elderly man, and two 

teenage high school sophomores. Because I had spent many summers with my grandparents I 

immediately connected with the protagonists and found the plot heartbreaking.   

 As much as I enjoyed Othello and The Pigman my favorite work from junior year was 

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston. Hurston’s novel changed my opinion 

about literature and it also changed my outlook on writing literary analysis essays. Their Eyes 

Were Watching God is about a bi-racial woman named Janie Crawford. As an independent 

woman of color I could relate to the free-spirited Janie. When Ms. Martinez assigned a four-to-

six page essay, I chose to examine the Janie’s romantic relationships the roles these men played  



in her life, and what Hurston was saying about the balance of power in male-female 

relationships. For the first time in my academic career I found the words coming to me 

effortlessly as I typed. 

 When Ms. Martinez became my teacher, the beauty of literature suddenly became clear to 

me. She opened up a new world of words and I continue to read works by Hurston and other 

writers. I can now appreciate short stories and novels and have learned how to analyze and 

interpret literary works. Without Ms. Martinez, I suppose I might still be lost in the pages of a 

random magazine rather than in the pages of great literature. 

 

 


